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Rev. Larry Baldwin, Senior Pastor  

    Phone: 864-934-4487 

 

Dwain Simmons, Associate Pastor and 

    Minister of Students, dwain@412students.org 

 

Tommy Bennett, Pianist 

 

Billie Joe Paige, Music Director 

 

Ann Riddle:  Church Librarian        
The Church Library is open 30 minutes prior to  
Sunday and Wednesday Church Services 
 
Linda Barrett, Ministry Assistant 

 

Office Phone: (864) 847-7521   

Email:  info@myhillcrest.org 

Website: www.myhillcrest.org   



From The Pastor’s Pen                             January 2026 

As we come to the close of 2025, I am so thankful for the unmistakable ways God has moved among us. This has been a year 
marked not by our strength, but by His, not by our plans alone, but by His sovereign hand guiding, shaping, and empowering His 
people to accomplish His will. 

When we look back, we don’t simply see events on a calendar — we see testimonies. We see moments where God stirs hearts, 
opens doors, and uses ordinary people in extraordinary ways. We see His fingerprints on every ministry, every act of service, 
every step of faith. 

God Has Worked Through His People 

This year, God has shown us again that the Church is not a building — it is a body. And what a beautiful body He has formed 
here. 

• He stirred compassion in the hearts of volunteers who showed up week after week to serve, love, and meet needs. 

• He strengthened relationships, knitting us together in unity as we prayed, worshiped, and walked through life side by side. 

• He inspired generosity, allowing us to bless families, support missions, and invest in ministries that are changing lives, not 
only in South Carolina but throughout the world. 

He brought growth, not only in numbers but in spiritual depth, hunger for His Word, and boldness in living out our faith. 
Every story we’ve witnessed this year — every baptism, every miracle, every answered prayer — is a reminder that God is still 
at work, still moving, still building His kingdom through His people. 

A Year of Seeds Planted and Harvest Begun 

Some of what God has done in 2025 is visible and celebrated. Other things He has done quietly, deep in hearts, preparing us for 
what is yet to come. Seeds have been planted — seeds of faith, hope, healing, and vision — and we trust that God will bring the 
harvest in His perfect timing. 

Looking Ahead with Expectation 

If this year has taught us anything, it is that God is faithful. He has led us this far, and He will continue to lead us forward. As we 
step into a new year, 2026, we do so with confidence — not in ourselves, but in the One who has proven Himself again and 
again. 

My prayer is that we continue to be a people who say “yes” to God. A people who listen for His voice, follow His leading, and 
allow Him to use us in ways we could never imagine on our own. 

Thank you for being a church that loves deeply, serves joyfully, and seeks God wholeheartedly. I am grateful for each of you, 
and I can’t wait to see what God is going to do next! 

        

        Laboring and Loving it! 

         Preacher Larry 

May the coming year be one of increased riches of grace — 
Hearing His voice more clearly, 
Knowing His heart more deeply, 
Resting in His love more fully, 

Trusting His care more completely, 
Walking His pathway more peacefully, 
Knowing His presence more intimately, 

Blessed by His goodness more abundantly. 

MISSIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS  AND UPCOMING EVENT INFORMATION  

Happy New Year, Hillcrest Family! 

As we step into a brand new year, I want to take a moment to celebrate  
what God did through our music ministry this Christmas season. 
 
The Adult Choir and Kidz of Praise were truly amazing! Their dedication, hard work, 
and joyful hearts shined through. Thank you to each singer, child, youth, and volunteer 
who gave their time and talents to glorify the Lord. Our Christmas services were    
beautifully blessed because of you! 

I also want to say thank you from the bottom of my heart for the kind words, prayers, 
and the generous Christmas gift that was presented to me. I am incredibly grateful and 
feel so loved and blessed to serve alongside such a wonderful church family. 

As we begin this new year, may we continue to praise Him with  
excellence and joy, trusting God for all that lies ahead. 
 

Adult Choir practice will resume each Sunday at 4:30 pm.   
Now is the time to come and join-we still have a chair  
waiting just for you! 
 

With gratitude and love, 

Billie Joe  

Men’s Family Night Bible Study Series 

Meets in the Mosaic Classroom  at 7:00 

on the first Wednesday of each month.   

HILLCREST WOMEN’S MINISTRY NEWS 

What a wonderful turnout we had for     

our December meeting!  It was such a 

blessing to pray and fellowship with    

everyone. 

Our next meeting will be Thursday,      

January 22nd from 6:30-8:00 in the      

Fellowship Hall. 

We will have our Secret Sister selection 

and another night of  amazing fellowship. 

Bring a finger food and a white/light     

colored plain t-shirt. 

Any questions, please see Millie Harmon, 

Melissa Taylor or Sharon Schronce. 

Can’t wait to see you all there! 

Luke 1:45  Blessed is she who has           

believed that the Lord would fulfill          

his promises to her. 



KID’S PAGE 

  

01/11  Larry & Marie Rainey 

01/12  James & Doyce Ford 

01/27  Trent & Nicole Hudson 

01/29  Danny & Misty Coker 

01/12     Bell Jennings 

01/12     Crystal Romo 

01/14    Magnolia Jennings 

01/16    Claudia Stein 

01/20    David Poole 

01/22    Mike Dalrymple 

01/22    Larry (Trey) Moore 

01/23     Colton Childs 

01/23    Anita Simmons 

01/24     Harriette Hester 

01/25     Ryan Clary 

01/26     Tonya Smith 

01/27    Rachel Smith 

01/29    Bill Alewine 

01/01    Zaylee Cabaniss   

01/02     Millie Harmon 

01/02     Jackie Turner 

01/04    Chad Campbell 

01/04    Danny Coker, Jr. 

01/05     Charlie Lopez 

01/06     Gail New 

01/06    Kenneth Stringer 

01/08     Keith Dobbins 

01/08     Tina Reeves 

01/09    Anne Callaham 

01/09     Fernando Lopez 

01/09    Larry Rainey 

01/09    Tony Riddle  

January Celebrations 



ACTIVITIES, ANNOUNCEMENTS & SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 

Men’s Monday Night Bible Study  6:30 
Meets in the Fellowship Hall to       

continue the chronological study of 
the Bible by chapter. 

Wednesday Activities 

Acteens meet from 5:30 – 6:30  
in the classroom.  

Girls in 7th-12th Grade are welcome.  

 
Children In Action 

Girls & Boys  
Meet at 6:30—7:15 

Grades 1st—5th  
 

4:12 Student Ministry 
Meets in the Youth Room at 6:30 

Grades 6th—12th 
Invite a Friend! 

Starts @ 7:00PM  

Mission Friends (3-5 Year olds) 

  Bible Study and Prayer Meeting   

In the Sanctuary 

 

Starts 7:15—8:00 

Truth Seekers Class (1st-5th grades) 

                 Family Night, Wed. January 7th 
                 All Other Activities are the same 

 
         Ladies of Grace—Happy New Year! 
          Meeting at 6:50 In the Social Hall 

        Bring appetizers and drinks. 
        Wear New Year hats, shirts  
                and bring a friend. 
    

 Men’s Family Night Bible Study 7:00 
 Meets in the Mosaic Classroom 

‘FIGHT’  this is 2nd in our 5 Part Series.  
 Author Craig  Groeschel 

No Meeting in the Sanctuary on Family Night 

Food:  Provided; please sign up!  Money donations 
 will be appreciated. 

Activities: Games by Don and Sherry 
Hostesses:   Tammy Smith, Kim Baldwin  
              and Amy Alexander  
Senior of the Month: Don Spruell 

Young at Heart Group 
Ages 50 and over  

Thursday, January 8th at 6:30 PM 

JANUARY  OPERATION CARE FOOD BANK  
AND BACKPACK SUGGESTED DONATIONS 

No expired dates please!       
 

Food Bank:  Canned Vegetables, Ravioli,  
Beefaroni, Soups, Crackers, Corn Bread Mixes,  

All donations appreciated 
 

Backpack Ministry: See the list from Operation 
Care in the Mission Hall.  Bags are filled with items 

& handed out each Friday for children to take 
home. We will collect this through the school year.. 

Nursery Ministry 

Bailee Harbin Coordinator 

             Children’s Church Ministry 

              Sherry Clardy Coordinator 
               Sunday Morning  

 
Preschool Children’s Church 

3 year olds to 5 year old Kindergarten 
January     4  Ellen Tierce & Melissa Smith  
January    11  Ami Alexander  Miranda Cox 
January    18 Dolly Ford & Linda Patterson 
January    25 Ellen Tierce & Rhiannon Smith 
 
      Elementary School Children’s Church 
          1st through 5th Grade 
January     4  Sherry Clardy & Rhiannon Smith 
January    11  Mandy Stang  & Kathy Gainor  
January    18 Millie Harmon  & Cheryl Jones 
January    25 Misty Coker & Brittany Holden 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES  

Sunday Morning  

January     4  Connie Turner & Brittany Miller  
January    11  Samanthia Dies & Bell Jennings 
January    18 Edie  & Melvin Ford 
January    25 David & Christy Havird   
 
        Sunday Evening 
January     4  Donna Childs & Diane Rentz 
January    11  David & Christy Havird   
January    18 Bailey Harbin & Sonja Harbin 
January    25 Jessica Mullinax & Mitchell 
  Ezakovich  
 

Wednesday Evening 

January     7  Bailee Harbin & Billie Joe Paige 
January    14  Sherri Cole & Kenetha Timms  
January    21  Jessica Mullinax & Mitchell 
  Ezakovich  
January    28  Kim Baldwin & Samanthia Dies 


